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Chicago—On the 14th day of deliberation,
a federal jury found former Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich guilty of one of 24 counts: lying
to federal agents. Prosecutors said they in-
tend to retry the case. The charges had in-
cluded the accusation that Blagojevich and
his brother had tried to sell or trade President
Barack Obama’s old Senate seat.
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Granholm won’t fight open-carry law
Detroit—Gov. Jennifer Granholm said Tuesday she

sympathized with those who want to restrict the open
carrying of weapons at next month’s Arts, Beats & Eats
festival. But the governor has no plans to push a change in
state law that allows it.
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Blagojevich guilty on 1 count

Blagojevich

The challenge: Detroit’s pop-
ulation is half its peak of 1.8 mil-
lion in 1950, nearly a third of its
139 square miles are vacant, and
the cost of providing services is in-
creasing.

Onepart of the effort already is
under way : using millions of dol-
lars in federal money to demolish
up to 10,000 homes in targeted
neighborhoods in the next four

Detroit — Mayor Dave Bing
vowed Tuesday to reshape the
city and said his top priority is
developing a plan to address de-

clining population and a glut of
vacant land.

The prospect already is contro-
versial, soBing saidheplans to en-
gage residents during the 18-
month planning process, starting
with public hearings in Septem-
ber.

“This plan really sets the stage
forthenext20,30(or)40years, soI
don’twant tobe rushed intoa final
decision without the input from
the community or the leadership

around the table,” Bing said.
“Nobody likes drastic changes.

But thiscity today,or20years from
now,won’t bewhat it was 40 years
ago. There are things we absolute-
ly have to do in terms of change.
We’ve got an infrastructure that’s
crumbling at a cost that we can’t
continue.”

A task force of more than 50
community leaders met Tuesday
night to start the process. The first
publicmeeting is Sept. 14.

Bing moves to jump-start
plans to reshape Detroit
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Detroit — Monica Conyers’
datewith a prison cell will be de-
layed no more, a judge ruled
Tuesday.

U.S. District Judge Avern
Cohn said the former Detroit
city councilwoman must begin
serving her 37-month prison
term Sept. 10.

Cohn ruled he properly de-
nied Conyers’ “11th-hour deci-
sion” towithdrawher guilty plea
in the case. Conyers is appealing
the ruling and sought to remain
free on bond.

Cohn stood by his decision in
March to deny her request to

withdraw her plea— one he said
was based on an erroneous fear
he would consider other issues
when imposing
her sentence.

Conyers
pleaded guilty in
June 2009 to
taking at least
$6,000 in cash
for her deciding
vote for the $1.2
billion Synagro
Technologies
Inc. sewage sludge contract in
2007.

Neither Conyers, who is mar-
ried toU.S. Rep. JohnConyers,D-
Detroit,norherattorney,Douglas

Mullkoff, returned phone calls.
Her jail term, once scheduled

to begin July 1, had been delayed
because a close relative was hav-
ing surgery. But Cohn agreed
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office no
further delays are necessary.

At the time of her guilty plea,
Conyersbecamethesixthdefend-
ant topleadguilty ina federalcor-
ruption investigation. Since then,
her former aide, Sam Riddle, has
also pleaded guilty, as have twoof
former Mayor Kwame Kilpa-
trick’s top aides.

Kilpatrick was sentenced to
prison inMay forprobationviola-
tions. He also has been indicted
on federal corruption charges.

Judge to Conyers: Jail delay over
BY MIKEWILKINSON
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Detroit — Some students in
Covenant House Academies
don’t have parents or beds to
call their own. Others wear
court-ordered ankle tethers.
Many have children of their
own.

These students are the high-
est risk population to educate.
But toCovenantHouse, theyare
exactly the types of students
they strive to teach.

“These are kids that nobody
else wants to serve or has had
success in serving,” said Stanley
A. Childress, superintendent of
Covenant House Academies,
which has three charter high
schools inDetroit. “Weembrace
this child. … That’s our mis-
sion.”

The charter schools are ex-
panding their reach to serve
more dropouts aswell as at-risk
and homeless young adults in

Metro Detroit who have been
forced out of or have given up
on traditional schools. Detroit
Public Schools reauthorized
Covenant House’s charter this
year and has approved 500 stu-
dents — up from 350 — at each
of its three schools. Students
are typically 16-19 years old, but
a change in state law allows
Covenant House to enroll drop-
outs up to age 22, particularly
homeless young adults.

Covenant House Academies
has the only charter schools tar-
geted to homeless and at-risk
youth in Michigan and one of a
few in the nation operated

Charter schools
reach out to
homeless youth
Covenant House has
only academies in
Mich. for at-risk teens
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Covenant House
Academies
It has these three campuses:
Central: 2959 Martin Luther King

Jr. Blvd.
East: 7600 Goethe St.
Southwest: 1721 Junction

To enroll: (313) 463-2007
For information:www.covenan-
thousemi.org

Social studies teacher Jerry Saddler helps Liekeya Holmes, 16, who
says she feels safe at Covenant House Academies.
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Public hearings set;
city won’t force
residents to relocate

Two recent high-profile oil spills, one in
the Gulf of Mexico and a second that de-
spoiled the Kalamazoo River, could result
in tighter restrictions on Michigan’s $1.2
billion oil and gas industry.

State Sen. Glenn Anderson, D-West-
land, has proposed amending Michigan’s
constitution toholdoil companiesandoth-

er businesses account-
able by allowing resi-
dents to sue for damages
from corporate pollu-

tion, and eliminating taxpayer subsidies
that help polluters clean up spills.

Anderson also wants to make it more
difficult to change the state and federal ban
against offshore and slant drilling beneath
theU.S. portions of the Great Lakes by put-
ting the ban in the state constitution.

The lawmaker hopes to get the mea-
sures on the November ballot.

Increasing oil industry regulation re-
ceivedmore attentionwith the rupture last
monthof anEnbridgeEnergyCo. Inc. pipe-
line that released more than 840,000 gal-
lons of oil into the Kalamazoo River.

“Whathashappenednowhighlights the
need to make it a permanent ban,” Ander-
son said. “We need to protect the value of
what we have in our Great Lakes.”

The proposed constitutional changes
pit environmentalists who want moreSean Conrad, left, and Dan Machuta work on a drilling rig recently in Napoleon Township, near

Jackson. State Sen. Glenn Anderson, D-Westland, is pitching tighter restrictions for the industry
via a constitutional amendment, which he wants to get on the November ballot.
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Mich. oil
firms face
tougher
regulations
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Recent disasters
prompt calls for
drilling restrictions
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