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MOUNTCLEMENS

A St. Clair Shores man
pleaded no contest Tuesday
inMacomb County Circuit
Court to second-degreemur-
der charges in connection
with the April 22 death of his
wife’s 3-year-old cousin, Kyle
Rogers.

Under the agreement,
charges of first-degreemur-
der and first-degree child
abuse will be dismissed and
VictorWeber, 30, will be
sentenced undermanslaugh-
ter guidelines.

He’s expected to face a
minimum of 29 to 57months
in prison. Kyle died of blunt
force trauma to the head.

Sentencing is Jan. 7.

MOUNTCLEMENS

Secretary of State office
on Cherry St. to close

The Secretary of State
office at 48 Cherry St. is clos-
ing, Secretary of State Terri
Lynn Land announced Tues-
day. The office will be consoli-
dated with the Shelby Town-
ship branch into an office to
be called the Central Ma-
comb County PLUS Office. It
will be housed at the Shelby
branch at 50640 Schoenherr
near 23Mile. No closing date
has been set.

STERLINGHEIGHTS

Man faces murder trial
in stabbing death of wife

A Sterling Heights man
was ordered to stand trial
Tuesday on second-degree
murder charges after alleged-
ly stabbing his wife to death
and blaming a trio of in-
truders. Mohammed Abul-
Fazal Chowdhury is accused
of stabbing Suraia Parbin
Miah, 25, in the kitchen of the
couple’s apartment Sept. 28.

Man pleads no contest
in 3-year-old boy’s death

MACOMB

BRIGHTON

About 150 parents showed
up for a financial discussion
with Brighton Area Schools
Superintendent Gregory
Gray onMonday night and
learned the $6.5 million
deficit expected this school
year has ballooned to $9
million due to recent state
aid cuts. Closing one ele-
mentary school, possibly
Lindbom, is likely to save
about $2.5 million. The board
is expected to vote on the
closure next month. Other
proposals such as privatiza-
tion and consolidation of
services are being consid-
ered, school officials said.

COUNTYWIDE

Metroparks serving as
sites for ‘Toys for Tots’

KensingtonMetropark
near Brighton is among
sevenMetroparks and the
Huron-ClintonMetropark
Authority acting as a collec-
tion site for the annual U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve “Toys
for Tots” program. New,
unwrapped toys are being
collected through Dec. 6 at
the park office.

Bridge reopens: The
Pleasant Valley Road Bridge
over Interstate 96 reopened
Monday night, theMichigan
Department of Transporta-
tion said. Road shoulder and
intermittent lane closures on
I-96, between Pleasant Valley
and U.S. 23, are possible but
ramps and bridges are open.

Parents learn deficit
at school district is $9M

LIVINGSTON
COUNTYWIDE

TheOakland Schools
Board of Education eliminat-
ed 36 positions and accepted
the retirements or resigna-
tions of 28 employees at its
meetingMonday night. A
secondwork force reduction,
expected to affect 26 employ-
ees, is anticipated in February.
A third reduction in 2010 or
2011 is likely to affect another
10 positions, school officials
said. A total of 83 eliminated
positions is expected to save
the intermediate school dis-
trict at least $7.8million per
year.

County executivemay
run again:Oakland County
Executive L. Brooks Patterson
said Tuesday that if his health
stays good the next few years,
hewill run for re-election in
2012. Patterson, 70, says he
haswritten off running for
any positions outside Oakland
County becausemany of his
signature programs need
nurturing to reach their po-
tential.

FERNDALE

Friday transgender vigil to
honor 14murder victims

FourteenMichiganmurder
victimswill be remembered at
the International Transgender
Day of Remembrance Vigil, 7
p.m. Friday. The vigil will take
place at theMetropolitan
Community Church of Detroit
in the chapel of the Drayton
Avenue Presbyterian Church
at 2441 Pinecrest.

COUNTYWIDE

Orion Twp. trustee joins
solid waste planning panel

The Board of Commission-
ers appointedOrion Township
Trustee JoAnnVan Tassel to
the SolidWaste planning
committee as a township
representative.

Schools board sets
first round of job cuts

OAKLAND

METRO

Contact us
Suburban editor Kelley Root,
kroot@detnews.com.
Wayne County: (734) 462-2201
Oakland County: (734) 462-2200
Macomb County: (586) 468-9809
Livingston County: (734) 462-2201

More online: For more
Wayne County news, go
to detnews.com/wayne.

More online: For
more Macomb
County news, go to
detnews.com/macomb.

More online: For more
Oakland County news, go
to detnews.com/oakland.

More online: For more
Livingston County
news, go to
detnews.com/livingston.

WESTLAND

The preliminary exam for
a 33-year-oldWestlandman
charged with killing his wife
outside the bar where she
worked will be Nov. 24. Ge-
orgeWilliams, 33, is charged
with first-degreemurder in
the Sept. 27 death of Sarah
MarieWilliams, 28. She was
found about 3:45 a.m. in the
parking lot of Chatters Bar,
7640 N.Wayne Road, where
she had worked since 2002.

PLYMOUTH

Church Street section to
close for repairs this week

Church Street between
Harvey and Pennimanwill be
closed fromnoon tomidnight
Thursday and 3 p.m. Friday to
4 a.m. Saturday for repairs.

DETROIT

Food industry hosts 2-day
job fair at Cobo Center

A job fair for people in-
terested inworking in the
food service industry will be
held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
today and Thursday at Cobo
Center. Neighborhood Legal
ServicesMichigan is working
with the services company
Aramack. For information, call
(313) 646-1452.

LIVONIA

Leaders upset about
worst-roads listing

City leaders are taking
offense to a recentMichigan
Infrastructure and Trans-
portation Association report
listing Livonia as having the
fifth-worst roads in the state.
KevinMaillard, director of
public works, said Livonia
ranked so high in the report
only because it has somany
freeways and numerousmain
roads running through it.

WAYNE

Husband faces hearing
Nov. 24 in murder

HighlandPark—Adayafter a
15-year-old was found dead in a
field and his father held in the
slaying, relatives spoke of how
the teen spent the last moments
of his life naked, kneeling on the
ground outside of a house with
his father pointing a gun at his
head.

OnMonday, the teen—whom
relatives identified as Jamar
Pinkney Jr.— apparently had ar-
gued with his 37-year-old father,
said his aunt, Yolanda Cherry.

Tensions quickly escalated.

At one point, the suspect even
pointed a gun at Cherry, she
said.

Shortly after, police say, the
man marched his son out of the
home near Rosa Parks Boule-
vard and, as the teen begged for
his life, shot him in the head, ex-
ecution style. Jamar died from
the wound.

His father likely will be ar-
raigned today in the death of his
son.

Wayne County prosecutors
received a request for an arrest
warrant Tuesday afternoon, but
a review of the request pushed

an arraignment back until this
morning, officials said.

HighlandParkpolice officials
declined to comment on the case
Tuesday, saying only that the
shooting occurred after an argu-
ment between the suspect and
his son.

Attorneys Corbett O’Meara
and David Draper represent the
father.

Neither would talk about the
case Tuesday at the Highland
Park police station and cour-
thouse.

Meanwhile, Jamar’s body
hadnot yet been turned over to a

funeral home Tuesday, the
Wayne County Medical Examin-
er’s Office said.

Two stuffed animals lay in the
lot near the spot where the teen
was slain. Pieces of police tape
and what appeared to be dried
blood stains were visible near
the toys.

Friends and relatives gath-
ered at a home nearby.

Visitors declined comment
and Jamar’s mother was too
shaken to talk, a visitor told The
Detroit News.

sesparza@detnews.com
(313) 222-2127

Relatives say teen begged father for life
BY SANTIAGO ESPARZA

The Detroit News

Detroit — Michelle Nelson, 21, says she struggled
for years with alcohol addiction, triggered at 13 years
old, which resulted in her being homeless.

NelsoncametoCovenantHouseMichigan,a facility
in Detroit for homeless, runaway and at-risk youth.

“Iwas indenial (before) and Ididn’twant anyhelp,”
Nelson said.

Nelson is one of several dozen young adults at the
center. The faith-based agency provides emergency
shelter to 18- to 21-year-olds as well as residential pro-
gramswith educational and vocational classes to keep
youth off the streets for good.

As the winter months approach, the nonprofit is
puttingoutanalert tohomelessyouth, apopulationes-
timatedtoexceed5,000throughout thestate.Acandle-
light vigil scheduled Thursday ismeant to raise aware-
ness of their plight.

“These kids fail in life because families have fallen
apart,” saidSamJoseph,executivedirectorofCovenant
House Michigan. “There’s no direction, there’s no dis-
cipline, there’s no love.

“We teach them coping skills and teach them that
there’s people who care about them.”

Nelson is now in Narcotics Anonymous, employed
at McDonald’s and hoping to enroll in a nursing pro-
gramby spring.

Many in the program have aged out of the foster
care system. Some would be living in cars, parks or
abandoned houses if theywere not there.

Kimani Anderson left his father’s house last month
after conflict with his father and uncle. He slept in an
abandoned truck and local park.

“I got tired of waking up cold in the middle of the
night,” said Anderson, 18.

The Detroit teenager says his upbringing — being
brutally beaten by his father’s belt and a broomstick,
and later raised in a gang-ridden neighborhood —
toughenedhim.Hehadgottenintocountless fist fights,
fled for his life and seen friends get shot to death.

A friend referred him to CovenantHouse, where he
nowtakes classesonangermanagementand listening.
A facility van transports him to two jobs and staff and
volunteers help him study for his GED.

The facility, which has 75 beds and three charter
schools, tries to attract troubled youth before they end
up in adult homeless shelters, where they could be-
come chronically homeless.

KiarraCrowder, 18, said she’dbeen in foster care for
years because of some verbal abuse and neglect issues
at home. She left for good in August.

“I thank God that I’m here with a safe and sound
place to laymy head,” Crowder said.

cjun@detnews.com
(313) 222-2019

Kiarra Crowder, 18, studies for her GED. She left her abusive home in August and came to Covenant House, where she is able to learn skills.
Melissa Golpe / Covenant House Michigan

AGENCY IS LIFELINE
FOR HOMELESS YOUTHS

Young and
homeless in
Michigan
Covenant House

Michigan will hold its
12th Annual Candle-
light Vigil on Thursday
evening to bring
awareness and offer
support to the more
than 5,000 homeless
youth in the state.
The event will begin

at 6 p.m. and feature
testimonials as well as
songs and prayers.
Agency staff at the
event will accept hats,
gloves, toiletries and
financial donations.
Covenant House is at
2959 Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
For more informa-

tion, call (313) 463-
2005 or go to
www.covenanthouse-
mi.org

BY CATHERINE JUN
The Detroit News

Harper Woods— Gov. Jennif-
er Granholmwon’t have to testi-
fy at a preliminary hearing on
embezzlement charges for for-
mer Highland Park Emergency
Financial Manager Arthur
Blackwell II, a judge ruled Tues-
day.

“I do not believe that the gov-
ernor’s testimony would be rele-
vant or material,” 32nd District
Judge Roger La Rose said from
the bench. “The CEO should be
disturbed only in rare circum-
stances.”

Ben Gonek, Blackwell’s De-
troit attorney, said he plans to
appeal to the Wayne Circuit
Court.

Granholm’s testimony is “vi-
tal to Mr. Blackwell’s ability to

present a legal defense,” Gonek
said.

State Treasurer Robert
Kleine ignored a direct order
fromGranholm to payBlackwell
for his services as Highland
Park’s emergency financial
manager, Gonek alleged in court
papers. Terry Stanton, a spokes-
man for Kleine, declined com-
ment, citing the litigation.

Blackwell, a former Wayne
County commissioner, is
charged with two counts of em-
bezzlement and one count each
of official misconduct, being a
public official who refuses to
turn over books or money, and
taking public money for his own
use. He has pleaded not guilty to
charges he misappropriated
$264,000 from 2005 to 2009.

The state Attorney General’s
Office, acting on the governor’s
behalf, argued that Gonek’s sub-
poena of Granholm should be
quashed because Blackwell has
not shown Granholm has rele-
vant information that can’t be
obtained from another source.

Gonek said Granholm ap-
proached Blackwell about tak-
ing the emergency financial
manager position, an appoint-
ment made by the state’s Local
Emergency Financial Assist-
ance Loan Board.

Although Blackwell accepted
the post for $1 for the first year,
he met with the governor in

June 2006 and “said that one
year was up and he needed to be
paid.”

“The governor directed the
treasurer to find the money and
pay Mr. Blackwell,” Gonek said
in the court filing.

“Despite beingordered topay
Mr. Blackwell for his services,
Mr. Kleine intentionally with-
held the approved payments to
Mr. Blackwell for almost 18
months.”

Gonek alleges Kleine was an-
gry at Blackwell for reporting to
Granholm about financial mis-
management by previous High-
land Park emergency financial
managers and by the loan board
on which the treasurer sits.

Elizabeth Boyd, a spokeswo-
man forGranholm, saidMonday
that Granholm thought Black-
well had done a good job after
one year and “told the treasurer
… he should be paid something.
But it was up to the treasurer
and the loan board to work that
out.”

Gov spared testifying in case

Arthur Blackwell II, left, and his
attorney Ben Gonek talk after a
hearing Tuesday in Harper Woods.

Clarence Tabb Jr. / The Detroit News

Attorney in Highland
Park embezzlement
hearing plans appeal

BY PAUL EGAN
The Detroit News


