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OPINION�
GiveOaklandCounty Executive L. Brooks Patterson credit for

foresight and leadership in planning aDec. 7 summit for local gov-
ernments wrestling with financial difficulties. These days, that
means every city, village and township.

But Patterson’s prudence is also predictably mixed with paro-
chialism: The summit doesn’t include Wayne County, the state’s
largest county and home to the region’s signature city.

Besides local leaders inOakland,Pattersonhas invitedofficials
in Genesee, Livingston and St. Clair counties, all part of the Eco-
nomic Growth Alliance that Patterson established earlier this
year. There’s nothingwrongwith expanding the notion of region-
alism in southeast Michigan beyond Wayne, Oakland and Ma-
comb counties. Still, excluding Detroit and two of its neighboring
counties is self-defeating. It’s especially shortsighted as Wayne
and Macomb plan to join Oakland in a new Regional Transit Au-
thority that will govern regional transportation and help drive
southeast Michigan’s economic growth.

Mayors, village managers, township supervisors and others
can learn a lot from Patterson about managing a budget in tough
times. No one does it better. Oakland County has used a rolling
two-year budgeting process for years and, this year extended it to
three years, giving leaders more time to prepare for anticipated
changes in tax revenues.

Nevertheless, for all of Patterson’s financial savvy, he still
doesn’t get the “R” word. It’s simple: Regions are healthier when
their central cities are healthier, as Denver, Portland, Minneapo-
lis, Indianapolis and other thriving urban areas have shown. Area
alliances must include the urban core that projects the region’s
identity and image, and harbors most of its educational and cul-
tural institutions, entertainment venues and physical assets.

Here in Michigan, the best example of such a coalition is the
successful West Michigan Strategic Alliance. Encompassing
more than 1 million residents, it markets the Grand Rapids, Mus-
kegon and Holland areas as a single region, and cooperates on
regional transportation and other projects.

In taking the lead to help local governments avoid economic
collapse, Patterson has the right idea— but not including the en-
tire region sends a misguided message of business-as-usual in
southeast Michigan.

Make room for all
strapped neighbors

Editorial

Closing a 51⁄2-mile stretch of
waterway and poisoning it is
not something to take lightly.
But it’s more than justified by
efforts to keepAsian carpout of
the Great Lakes.

Starting Dec. 2, a multi-
agency task forcewill close off a
portion of the Chicago Sanitary
and Ship Canal below the two
electrical barriers intended to
stop the carp from advancing
out of theMississippi basin and
intoLakeMichigan and the rest
of the lakes. While the U.S. Ar-
myCorpsofEngineers turnsoff
the newer, bigger barrier to in-
spect it, the IllinoisDepartment
of Natural Resources will put a
fish poison in the water and
haul the carcasses to a landfill.

Thebarrier has beenoperat-
ing for sixmonths and needs its
first regular inspection, ac-
cording to the Corps. Mean-
time, the older barrier is not
considered sufficient to stop
fish, especially smaller ones,
fromslipping through.DNAev-
idence from earlier tests sug-
gests carp have come within a
mile of the barrier. Hence the
need for poisonwhile the stron-
ger barrier is down for inspec-
tion and maintenance.

Fisheries biologists have
long experiencewith the poison
that will be used and with a de-
toxifying chemical that is ad-
ministered to counteract it.

The antidote will be applied
downstream to ensure no addi-
tional stretches of waterway
are harmed, and then later in
the poisoned stretch to return
it to normal. The Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources
is contributing to the stock of
antidote for the operation, and
will supply up to a dozen crew
members andwhatever gear Il-
linois requests. Asmany as 200
people will be needed on site
each day for the four to five
days involved.

Some complaints have come
from the shipping industry and
barge operators who would
have liked more lead time to
prepare for the closure. But
even those have been muted;
most everyone seems to under-
stand that protecting the Great
Lakes takes priority here.

A third electrical barrier is
supposed to be running by this
time next year. In the mean-
time, another maintenance clo-
sure — and presumably anoth-
er round of fish poison — may
be necessary next spring.

Although it’s an extreme
measure, poisoning the canal
should yield valuable informa-
tion— especially about how far
Asian carp really have traveled
— that cannot be gleaned any
other way. Let’s hope the re-
sults don’t suggest it should
have been poisoned sooner.

This fish kill is necessary
to save the lakes

MIKE THOMPSON
COMMENT ON MIKE THOMPSON’S DAILY BLOGS, SKETCHBOOKS, COLOR CARTOONS AND
ANIMATIONS COMMENTING ON LIFE IN MICHIGAN AT FREEP.COM/MIKETHOMPSON.

The week of November
15-21 is designated as National
Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week. It is a time
we should be especially aware
of the homeless children,
youth and young adults in our
community. There are an
estimated 5,000 homeless
young people in Michigan.
Many have been neglected,
abused and abandoned by the
very people who were sup-
posed to care for them.

Too often, these young

people are forgotten because
they are invisible. They dwell
and sleep in abandoned build-
ings, parks, cars and other
unsafe places. And while ado-
lescence has its own set of
challenges, these homeless
youth are forced to deal with
unimaginable circumstances
such as mental heath prob-
lems, sexual exploitation and
violence, not to mention barri-
ers to basic needs like food
and shelter. These are issues
that no young person should
ever have to face.

At Covenant House Michi-
gan, our mission is to help
these young people break the
cycle of homelessness. This
year we will provide shelter,
food and clothing, as well as
educational and vocational
programs for thousands of
homeless, runaway and at-risk
youngsters. But perhaps the
most important thing that we
can offer these youth is un-
conditional love.

We invite the public to join
us at our 12th Annual Candle-
light Vigil today at 6 p.m. on

the CHM campus, 2959 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in
Detroit, and to reflect on the
thousands of young people in
our community who are
homeless and hopeless.

We look forward to a
strong showing of support to
show these young people that
they are valuable and that, as
a community, we will be the
family they so desperately
need.
Sam G. Joseph
Executive director
Covenant House Michigan

Letters

Young and homeless: They need a show of support

Unfortunately, an important promise
to Michigan’s college students has been
broken, but we hope only temporarily.

TheMichigan Promise Scholarship,
which provides up to $4,000 for eligible
students at the state’s public universities,

was eliminated under the
budget recently signed by
Gov. Jennifer Granholm.
This broken promise affects
some 96,000 undergradu-
ates and their families.

The governor has
stressed the importance of
theMichigan Promise
Scholarship and has com-

mitted to restoring it through targeted
enhancement of revenues. We applaud
her efforts and those of members of the
Legislature who support its restoration.

Michigan’s government has long ac-
knowledged the need for more skilled
college graduates to stimulate the state’s
economy. The “promise” in theMichigan
Promise Scholarship implied two things:
that the state made a commitment to its
young citizens and that the promise of a
better future for Michigan absolutely
depends on an increasingly well prepared
work force.

In 2004, Granholm created the Cherry
Commission on Higher Education and
Economic Growth, which was charged
with doubling the number of Michigan
college graduates over 10 years and with
ensuring that Michigan’s system of higher
education gave our young people the
skills needed to succeed in the 21st Centu-

But reductions and reallocations can-
not continue indefinitely without damag-
ing our system of higher education. Michi-
gan already ranks 37th in the country in
the percent of population with baccalau-
reate degrees, and penalizing our univer-
sities will do nothing to improve that
depressing statistic.

Unfortunately, Promise Scholarship
funds have proven a tempting target for
legislators seeking ways to reduce state
spending over the short term. But the
idea that Michigan’s budget crisis can be
resolved only by slashing spending is
extremely shortsighted.

Calling for cuts, no matter how painful,
may be more politically expedient than
proposing revenue enhancements, but
cutting programs and services will contin-
ue to erode the very economy that gener-
ates the revenues that fund essential
services and our future economic growth.
Already we’re playing with our children’s
future— and having reached that ex-
treme, what can we eliminate next?

While it’s true that revenue enhance-
ments might increase the financial bur-
den on some of our citizens, using new
funds to support theMichigan Promise
Scholarship would ensure our young
people a jump start on useful, relevant
careers and have a positive effect on
Michigan’s economy.

Most important, it also would encour-
age our young talent to stay in Michigan
rather than move to states that have
wisely invested in the future through
higher education.
� JAY NOREN IS PRESIDENT OF WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY.

ry. Eliminating the Promise Scholarship
movesMichigan in the opposite, and
wrong, direction.

In Michigan, state revenues are down
35% since 2000, and our public universi-
ties have suffered accordingly. Over the
past decade, Michigan ranks a dismal
49th among all states in growth for sup-
port of higher education.

Because of this disinvestment, Michi-
gan’s universities have been forced to
increase tuition in an attempt to preserve
the quality of their academic programs.
Unfortunately, such increases will contin-
ue until state policymakers reinvest in
Michigan’s future through stable higher
education and K-12 appropriations.

AtWayne State we have tempered the
effect of tuition increases by increased
financial aid through private gifts and the
reallocation of institutional funds for
need-based scholarships.

Even before the Promise Scholarship
was eliminated, we took action to dimin-
ish the barrier that financial need might
pose to students. This year, for example,
we doubled the amount of need-based aid
available to most students and estab-
lished a program through which alumni
or their spouses who recently have lost
their jobs receive tuition discounts. Over
the past few years we have reduced our
operating expenses by more than $50
million.

Michigan can mend its broken Promise

Jay Noren

By JAY NOREN

See more commentary from an MSU
student at FreepOpinion.com.
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