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Lansing — Three gov-
ernors intent on keeping
Asian carp out of the Great
Lakes are taking their
concerns to theWhite
House.

MichiganGov. Jennifer
Granholm announced
Thursday she’ll join Jim
Doyle ofWisconsin and Pat
Quinn of Illinois at the Feb.
8meeting.Michigan and
four other states are de-
manding closure of the
Chicago shipping locks and
gates to keep out the fish,
but theU.S. Supreme Court
last week denied a request
for an immediate closure.

Help needed to pay
vet bills for park’s horse

Milford—Michigan
State University veter-
inarians performed emer-
gency surgery on Conway, a
popular Percheron horse
that lives at Kensington
Metropark FarmCenter,
and donations are being
sought to help pay the
$6,000 bill. Conway’s colon
was twisted 180 degrees.

Donations can bemade
at the farm, or checks
payable to “Huron-Clinton
Metroparks,” Kensington
Metroparks, 2240W. Buno
Road,Milford,MI 48380.
“Surgery for Conway”
should bewritten on them.

Mich. court won’t
remove justices in case

AMichigan Supreme
Court that was deeply
divided over rulesmaking
it easier to remove justices
from cases because of bias
has united in the system’s
first test.

The court
Thursday
rejected
lawyer Geof-
frey Fieger’s
request that
JusticesMau-
ra Corrigan,
Stephen
Markman
andRobert
Young be disqualified from
a case. Fieger represents
the family of a woman
killed in a 2003 crash.

InNovember, the justic-
es were on the losing side
of a 4-3 vote to adopt a rule
letting the full court con-
sider such disqualifica-
tions. It had been up to
individual justices.

Mich. officials hope for
bigger share of rail cash

Aftermissing out on a
large piece of the $8 billion
theWhiteHouse doled out
for high-speed rail Thurs-
day,Michigan officials are
hopeful of winning a bigger
share of the stimulus cash
in future rounds.

Michigan got just $40
million for the Detroit-to-
Chicago passenger rail
corridor, about 5 percent of
nearly $1 billion the state
requested.

“Wewill … aggressively
pursue our share in the
second round of funding,”
Gov. Jennifer Granholm
said in a statement.

A total of $244million
will be put into the corri-
dor, known as theWolve-
rine Line, which traverses
southernMichigan, and
parts of Indiana and Illi-
nois.Michigan’s share will
pay for a Dearborn station,
alongwith a station in Troy
and a renovation of the
Battle Creek station.

Detroit Newsstaff andwire
reports

3 govs to argue
carp peril at
White House

MSU vets performed
emergency surgery on
Conway. Donations are
sought for the $6,000 bill.
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Detroit — Former Mayor
Kwame Kilpatrick’s lawsuit
against the lawyer who gave the
infamous text messages to a
newspaperwas dismissed Thurs-
day.

Wayne Circuit Judge Robert
Colombo Jr. tossed the claim by
Kilpatrick that demanded $2.66
million fromMichael Stefani for
violating a confidentiality agree-

ment secretly struck between
Stefani and city-paid lawyers to
conceal the messages.

Colombo gave two reasons:
The agreement contained broad
language that released Stefani
from any obligation, and the
matter was decided in August,
when Stefani was dismissed
from another lawsuit Kilpatrick
filed in Mississippi against him
and the city’s former text mess-
age pager provider, SkyTel.

Kilpatrick has claimed the re-
lease of the messages violated
his privacy and
federal law
aimed at keep-
ing stored com-
munications
confidential.

“Now, I’m
considering
bringing an ac-
tion for damages
against Mr. Kil-
patrick for the expense he put
me through,” Stefani said. “He
has twice suedme for this. And it
has cost me significant dollars.”

Kilpatrick’s lawyer James C.

Thomas couldn’t be reached for
comment.

Stefani had long denied he
was the source of the messages
published by the Detroit Free
Press in January 2008.

But he admitted during testi-
mony this fall before anAttorney
Discipline Board hearing on
misconduct claims against him
that he handed a computer disk
copy of themessages to a report-
er before authoring the confi-
dentiality agreement with city
lawyers.

Stefani said he later asked the
reporter to return the disk. Ste-
fani said he never asked if the re-

porter made a copy.
Colombo ruled the language

Stefani used with Kilpatrick’s
lawyers in the settlement re-
leased Stefani from the nondis-
closure penalty clause. Kilpa-
trick also signed the agreement.
Colombo’s ruling mirrored the
decision reached in the Missis-
sippi court, where Kilpatrick is
still suing SkyTel.

“It is a tremendous weight re-
moved for me,” Stefani said. “I
can tell you they would have had
a hard time collecting $2million
from me because it’s long gone,
paying bills and defending my-
self against frivolous lawsuits.”

Judge tosses Kilpatrick suit
Ex-mayor’s claim that whistle-blower lawyer
broke deal to suppress text messages dismissed

BY DOUG GUTHRIE
The Detroit News

Stefani

Another page could be torn
from the history book.

Like the160-year-oldMichi-
gan State Fair, the 103-year-old
Shrine Circus may be missing
fromDetroit this year.

The event, which is the ol-
dest Shrine circus in the na-
tion, lost its home last year
when the financially crippled
state closed the fair.

Detroit Shriners asked Gov.
Jennifer Granholm to allow
them to continue using the
fairgrounds for the circus, but
a state spokeswoman said
Thursday that it wasn’t possi-
ble.

Megan Brown said the state
was looking for ways to use the
site for a “job-creating project.”
She declined to elaborate.

“During tough economic
times government can’t be all
things to all people,” she said.

Circus Director Chuck Baer
said he couldn’t understand
the governor’s thinking.

Thecircuswouldn’t costMi-
chigan a dime and would put
$40,000 into depleted state
coffers through rental fees, he
said. At the same time, it serves
as one of the biggest fundrais-
ers for the Shriners, who help
pay the medical costs of poor
children.

“It’s beneficial to us, benefi-
cial to tensof thousandsofpeo-
ple who attend, beneficial to
vendors, and beneficial to the
state,” he said.

The Shriners enlisted the
support of the Detroit City
Council, which unanimously
approved a resolution Tuesday
asking the governor for help.

The group also created a
Web site Thursday asking peo-
ple to call the governor’s office
and sign an online petition. By
early evening, 135 people had
signed it.

“Homeless in Detroit,” read
the title of the Web page.
“World’s first and oldest circus
may now be homeless.”

Begun in 1906, it was the
first Shrine Circus ever held.

The Detroit Children’s Mu-
seum, closed since August, will
reopen in June through a part-
nership with the Detroit Sci-
ence Center.

The museum is owned by
Detroit Public Schools and had
been a beloved resource for stu-
dents and teachers for nearly a
century. Faced with a $219 mil-
liondeficit, the district couldno
longer afford to operate the in-
stitution. “Wearegoing tomake
this a museum that Detroit can
really be proud of,” said Kevin
Prihod, president and CEO of
the Detroit Science Center. “It’s
a gem that Detroit lost … but
this one is coming back.”

Detroit Science Center staff-
ers have begun to assess the fa-
cility’s 100,000artifacts andenhanceandex-
pand the exhibit space. Theywill increase ef-
forts to bring the museum directly to the
classrooms. A collection of artifacts that
teachers can borrow for their classes will be
cataloged intoanonline systemandgrouped
with lesson plans aligned to state curricu-
lum standards. Museum staff will deliver
checked-out exhibits to the teachers and of-
fer free training for DPS staff on how to use
them. Suburban educators can participate

“From Pre-K to sixth grade,
it gives our kids a wider range
of education options tied to sci-
ence, tied to technology and
fun,” Bobb said. “We couldn’t
ask for a better partner.”

The Children’s Museum
opened in 1917 and is the third-
oldest children’s museum in
theworld. About 33,000 people
visited annually.

Lupe Penaloza was among
the parents who signed a pet-
ition to save the institutiondur-
ing a field trip with her daugh-
ter last summer.Nowshehopes
to comeback for the reopening.

“It was a nice place for the
kids,” said Penaloza, 26, whose
second-grade daughterwas im-
pressed by the puppets.

Since the Children’s Mu-
seum isn’t open, the Science

Centeraims to fill theneed fora free field trip
venue. Startingnextweek anduntil theChil-
dren’s Museum reopens in June, the Science
Center is waiving its free trip costs, typically
between $6 to $12, for DPS students in kin-
dergarten through sixth grade. Teachers are
encouraged to call the science center to
make group reservations.

Thepartnershipwas forgedwhen theSci-

David Lehner, lead educator for the Detroit Science Center, plays with an exhibit at the Detroit Children’s Museum, expected to reopen in June.
John T. Greilick / The Detroit News
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Children’s Museum:

1917: Year the Children’s Museum
opened

100,000: Number of artifacts
housed

10,000: Number of artifacts on
display

23,000 square feet: Size of
museum

4,000 square feet: Space that
is used now

10,000-12,000 square feet:
Goal for usable space

25,000: Number of DPS K-6
students targeted for free field trips to
the Science Center until June

$1: Cost of the building lease to
Detroit Science Center

Source: Children’s Museum, Detroit Science Center
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Please see Museum, Page 7A
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Bandmarcheson:6-year hiatus
ends for DPSgroup. 7A

for a nominal fee.
DPS Emergency Financial Manager Rob-

ert Bobb said the partnership exemplifies
what happens when “all the stars are
aligned.”

The agreement will save the district
$982,000 in general fund dollars annually.

Lansing—Gov. JenniferGran-
holm has come out strongly in fa-
vor of a convention to rewriteMi-
chigan’s constitution, saying the
state has changed dramatically
since the document was put in
placemore than fourdecadesago.

If voters approve a constitu-
tional convention—Proposal 1 on
the November ballot — it would
launch a two-year process that
could overhaul the version au-
thored in 1961-62 and passed by
voters in 1963.

“The state of Michigan is dra-
matically different than it was in

1961, and we need a foundation
document that reflects the 21st
century. Having a constitutional
convention would help set the
stage for a streamlined govern-
ment that moves Michigan for-
ward in a comprehensive way,”
Granholm told The Detroit News
in her strongest statement to
date.

A convention could put a host
of issues on the table, including
education finance, the state’s tax
structure and consolidation of
school districts and municipal
governments. Also up for discus-
sion could be amendments
passed by voters that outlaw gay

marriage, ban some affirmative
actionprogramsandapproveem-
bryonic stem cell research.

State Sen. Tom George, R-Ka-
lamazoo, a candidate for gover-
nor, also supports a convention.

“As people leave the state and
our economy falters, wemust ask
ourselves if a government from
the 1960s is still affordable and
practical,” he said on the Senate
floor Tuesday. “A constitutional
convention … offers the best sin-
gle opportunity to re-craft Michi-
gan and put it on a new path.”

Lt. Gov. John Cherry told The
News on Thursday he and many
other voters will be watching the

Legislature this year to see if they
enact the sweeping budget and
taxreformsthestateneeds. If law-
makers fail to reform govern-
ment, a constitutional conven-
tion will be more appealing, he
said.

Part of the debate will be
whether the structure of state
government is hindering solu-
tions, he said.

A constitutional convention
ballot proposal automatically
comes before voters every 16
years. Voters overwhelmingly re-
jected it in 1978 and 1994.

mhornbeck@detnews.com
(313) 222-2470

Granholm backs Mich. constitution overhaul
BY MARK HORNBECK

Detroit News Lansing Bureau

Shrine
Circus
denied
fair site
State’s rebuff may
doom 103-year-old
event, club says

BY FRANCIS X. DONNELLY
The Detroit News

Detroit Shriners have created a
Web site seeking public support
for the organization to hold its
circus at the state fairgrounds.

Associated Press

Please see Circus, Page 5A


