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The new 2011 Ford
Mustang GTwill get a
best-in-class 26miles per
gallon on the highway,
according to the final
numbers from the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency.

That is two better than
the 2010Mustang GT. But
its replacement also boasts
nearly 100more horses.

The 2011Mustang will
be built at the AutoAl-
liance International Plant
in Flat Rock for sale this
spring.

$18M verdict in 1999
Ford crash overturned

South Carolina’s highest
courtMonday overturned
an $18million verdict
againstFordMotor Co.
in a fatal crash. Sonya
Watson, 17, was paralyzed,
and her passenger was
killed, whenWatson’s 1995
Ford Explorer veered off
Interstate 385 in 1999.

Attorneys forWatson
and Carter’s estate sued
Ford, arguing during a
2006 trial that the Explor-
er “took off” afterWatson
set the cruise control. Chief
Justice Jean Toal said
Monday one of the expert
witnesses had no auto
experience and had never
studied or designed a
cruise control system.

UAW urges Congress to
keep tailpipe standards

The United AutoWork-
ers union urged Congress
onMonday to reject efforts
to bar the Obama adminis-
tration from setting the
first-ever limits on tailpipe
emissions. Alan Reuther,
the union’s legislative
director, said in a letter
that efforts by Sen. Lisa
Murkowski, R-Ala., and
others to bar the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency from declaring
greenhouse gases a danger
to public health were “mis-
guided.”

“The UAW also is deeply
concerned that overturn-
ing EPA’s endangerment
finding would unravel the
historic agreement on one
national standard for fuel
economy and greenhouse
gas emissions for light-
duty vehicles that was
negotiated by the Obama
administration last year.”

EPA: Ford’s
Mustang GT
to get 26 mpg

Daniel
Howes’
column will
return.
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Former General Motors Co.
Chief Executive Fritz Henderson
will work as a consultant for the
company hired to dispose of the
unwanted assets the automaker
left in bankruptcy. It is Hender-
son’s second notable consulting
job since he was ousted by Chair-
man and now-CEO EdwardWhi-

tacre Jr. on Dec.
1. The hire, dis-
closed in legal fil-
ing Friday inU.S.
Bankruptcy
Court, comes
one month after
GM hired Hen-
derson as a
$60,000-a-
month consult-

ant, specializing in international
operations.

The legal papers did not indi-
cate how long Henderson will
work as a consultant to South-
field-based restructuring firm
AlixPartners LLP, or his compen-
sation. But he will not consult on
any matters involving the old
GM, known as Motors Liquida-
tion Co.

“From time to time, AlixPartn-
ers contracts with experienced
specialists to complementour ex-
isting team and to help us grow,
and that’s our purpose in signing
on Fritz Henderson as an inde-
pendent contractor working on a
part-time basis,” AlixPartners
said in a statement.

“Mr. Henderson is a broad-
based strategic thinker with con-
tacts all around the world, in-
cluding in parts of the world
where we hope to grow even fas-
ter.”

Henderson, whose consultant
contract started March 1, will
work as an independent contrac-
tor, according to the legal filing.

AlixPartners Vice Chairman
Al Koch, is chief executive and
president of Motors Liquidation.
He disclosed Henderson’s hiring
in a document filed in the bank-
ruptcy estate case.

Subsidiary firm AP Services
LLC has reaped millions hand-
ling GM’s bankruptcy estate. The
firm billed GM and its bankrupt-
cy estate more than $23 million
in the 90 days leading up to and
following the June 1 bankruptcy
filing. Since then,APServiceshas
billedanadditional$12.7million.
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Toyota Motor Corp. said Mon-
day the account of a driver, who
says his Prius raced uncontrolled
onaCalifornia freeway lastweek,
is inconsistent with its investiga-
tion.

The automaker said the accel-
eratorpedalonJamesSikes’ 2008
Prius testednormally, andaback-
up safety system, designed to

slow the engine when brakes are
applied, worked properly.

“There are strong indications
that the driver’s account of the
event is inconsistent with the
findings of the preliminary anal-
ysis,” Toyota said in a statement.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, which al-
so is investigating the incident,
conceded that it’s difficult for in-
vestigators to duplicate a report-

ed case of unin-
tended accelera-
tion, adding,
“We may never
know exactly
what happened
with this car.”

Toyota said
the vehicle’s ac-
celerator pedal

was tested and worked normally,
and there were no diagnostic
trouble codes found in the power
management computer; nor was
the dashboard malfunction indi-
cator light activated.

The inspection, Toyota said,

found severe front brake wear
and damage from overheating,
but the rear brakes and parking
brake were in good condition.

The brakes and accelerator
pedal, the automaker said, had
been rapidly pressed 250 times
during theMarch 8 incident.

Toyota replaced the front
brakes for testing, and “the
brakes were purposely abused by
continuous light application in
order to overheat them.The vehi-
cle could be safely stopped by
means of the brake pedal, even
when overheated,” it said.

“Toyota engineers believe that

itwould be extremely difficult for
the Prius to be driven at a contin-
uous high speed with more than
light brake-pedal pressure, and
that the assertion that the vehicle
could not be stopped with the
brakes is fundamentally incon-
sistent with basic vehicle design
and the investigation observa-
tions.”

NHTSA said its investigators
“have not been able to find any-
thing to explain the incident that
Mr. Sikes reported.”

Sikes’ attorney, John Gomez,

Toyota’s tests defy driver
Account of runaway Prius ‘inconsistent’ with
preliminary vehicle analysis, automaker says

BY DAVID SHEPARDSON
Detroit NewsWashington Bureau

Please see Toyota, Page 8B
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Tiny, tasty and seductive, the gourmet cupcake is strengthening
its hold over dessert lovers with specialty bakeries spreading
over the region’s real estate — andwaistlines.

Just Baked, a Livonia-based cupcake shop, is doubling its
size, with two new locations joining stores inNovi andAnnArbor. One
store opens in Royal Oak onWednesday, and another in Troy’s Somer-
set Collection opens next month.

Meanwhile, the Cupcake Station is
feeding its expansion through franchis-
ing. Kerry Johnson, Michigan’s original
cupcake king, is launching his franchise
business across theMidwest in April.

Johnson believes the Birmingham
cupcake shop could have as many as 10
franchisees by year’s end.

A retail trend that originally blos-
somed on the East and West coasts has

firmly settled here. The recent additions
are part of a larger trend, with cupcake
kiosks, catering companies and bakeries
springing up acrossMetro Detroit.

The basic recipe may be more than a
century old, yet the cupcake has never
been hotter or more relevant. In a down
economy, cupcakes are a treat many can
afford. IthasbecometheLadyGagaof the
dessert world: fashionable, unpredict-

able and worth watching.
“Cupcakes level the playing fieldwhen

it comes tobig-city foodie trends,” saidNi-
chelle Stephens, co-editor of Cupcakes
Take the Cake, aWeb site and blog devot-
ed to the tiny treats. “Cupcakes are more
accessible and often more affordable
than molecular gastronomy or whatever
is the new thing on ‘Top Chef.’ ”

Cupcakeshavebeena lifesaver of sorts
for many retailers, food and otherwise.
Johnson soldmore than 15,000 cupcakes
— at $2.75 a pop — over Valentine’s Day
weekend. Nationally, Cold Stone Crea-
mery’s sales skyrocketed when it began
selling ice cream cupcakes in 2009.

People are replacing traditional cakes
with the miniature version for every occa-
sion: birthdays, baby showers, weddings,
dinner parties and themed events such as

Cupcake craze serves as
new recipe for success

Owner Pam Turkin, left, and Angie Donahue show off a variety of cupcakes available from Just Baked in the Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi.
Turkin is opening a fourth location in Royal Oak. Cupcakes are cost savers, she says.
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POPULARITY IS SPREADING
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