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The Hunter, a graphic novel that Royal Oak-based
Pixofactor Entertainment is turning into a TV series pilot.

Posted: Tuesday, 04 May 2010 4:55PM

Pixofactor On The Grow Thanks To Film Incentives
By Matt Roush

When it comes to Michigan's film and video production tax credits, most of the talk has been about
movies like "Gran Torino" and celebrity sightings around the state.

But the credits have also spawned a growing video game and animation production industry here.

A perfect example is Pixofactor Entertainment, where six partners and an ever-changing cast of
contractor animators and graphic artists work on a wide variety of projects.

Principal and president Sean Hurwitz, a serial entrepreneur and one of the six partners, said the
company was created in 2007 and took its present form in September 2009, when it took on a couple of
video game creators, Michael Bolden and Jeremiah Strackbein, who are graduates of Lawrence
Technological University and the College for Creative Studies respectively. The two initially set up their
company in Florida but returned to Michigan in 2008 to take advantage of those much-discussed state
tax breaks for the movie and video industries.

Hurwitz said the company conducts three major kinds of work:

* Work for hire on projects, in both live action films and animation for video games. "We build pieces of
both of them," Hurwitz said.
* Licensing of content and getting local investors to develop that content. Pixofactor is currently working
with local angel investors on project development, including Farmington Hills-based Envy Capital.
* Creating its own content and trying to develop it into films or games.

"We've got this team of experts now and we're in a position of strength and opportunity," Hurwitz said.

Projects now under way include a TV series based on a graphic novel called 'The Hunter,' which shows
the aftermath of a coordinated series of terrorist attacks on the United States, including an A-bomb
explosion at LAX in Los Angeles, an oil refinery sabotage in Houston, a toxic chemical release at the
New York Stock Exchange and a biowar release in Boston.

"It's in development now as a pilot," Hurwitz said. "The intention is to take the pilot to several interested
networks prior to distributing across digital platforms."

Other conversions of graphic novels are also in the works.

The company has also attracted local video veterans like Gary May, who is the company's head of live
production, and Chris Firestone, head of creative services, who brings 20 years of experience in digital
production and who has developed relationships and alliances throughout the Hollywood entertainment
and production industry. They have also attracted people back to Michigan like Nancy Kelley, Pixofactor's
marketing and business development leader, who spent the past 10 years at several startups in the
Silicon Valley.

The company is based in some very cool real estate on the fourth floor of a downtown Royal Oak
building on West Fourth Street.

Whatever your opinion of the film tax incentives, Hurwitz wanted to make one thing clear.

"Without those incentives in Michigan, this doesn't happen," he said. "We wouldn't be hiring local talent.
We wouldn't be leasing this building. We wouldn't be getting investor money."

More -- including some amazing and fun demo reels -- at www.pixofactor.com. Or join their Facebook
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GLITR Podcasts
Great Lakes IT Report (05/04)
WWJ's Technology editor, Matt
Roush talks about another 220
General Electric tech jobs are
coming to Michigan. Also, UofM
research shows promise in
killing off breast cancers. Finally,
Wayne State gets a federal grant
for new wrinkle on stem cells. 

  
Great Lakes IT Report (05/03)
WWJ's Technology Editor, Matt
Roush discusses The Detroit
Windsor Tunnel as they are
participating in the “Cell Phones
for Soldiers” program. 

  
Great Lakes IT Report (04/30)
WWJ's technology editor, Matt
Roush discusses Michigan State
snags federal grant for a better
particle mousetrap.

  
Great Lakes IT Report (04/29)
WWJ's Matt Roush explores
amazing tech entrepreneurs in
Kalamazoo and Battle Creek.

  
Great Lakes IT Report 04/28
WWJ's Matt Roush discusses
Holland, more than just tulips.
Plus, Matt is still making his
Michigan rounds on his 2010
Spring Tech Tour.

  
>>> More Podcasts
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page at www.facebook.com/Pixofactor.
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Sponsored Links:

DON'T Pay For White Teeth
Clarks Summit: Mom's $4 trick to turn yellow teeth white.
www.VanityReports.com

Clarks Summit! Mom Makes $6795/Month
She makes $6795 a month working online. Read her story to see how.
News13JobsReport.com

"5 Diet Pills that Work"
2010's 5 Best Weight-Loss Pills - All-New Ratings & Reviews.
www.DietRatings.org

Clarks Summit Dentists Hate ME for This!
Clarks Summit: Mom Learned How to Turn Nasty Yellow Teeth White For $3. Read.
ConsumersTricksWeekly.com

Clarks Summit: Mom Discovers $3 Whitening Trick
Learn the Clever Trick From a Mom Who Turned Yellow Teeth White For $3
ConsumerNewsReporter.com/WhiteTeeth

WWJ Newsradio 950 is Detroit's only all-news radio station and is the leader in Detroit radio news. Listen online to WWJ-AM 950 for live, local Detroit news, up-to-the-minute Detroit
traf f ic, Detroit sports, Detroit business and Detroit community information. WWJ Newsradio 950 is an award winning radio station and you can listen online and podcast on demand
Detroit news, Detroit Construction Alerts, Detroit School Closings, Winter Survival Guide and learn more about our Business Breakfasts. www.wwj.com.

Home | Local Detroit News | Michigan Politics | US & World News | Sports News | Detroit Business News | Automotive News | Detroit Real Time Traff ic | Detroit Weather | Detroit
School Closings | Water Cooler | Health News | Michigan Gas Prices | Detroit News on Demand | Exclusive Music | CBS News Video | National & World News Video | Subscribe to
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